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 laissez-faire (noun) - French phrase literally means ‘allow to do or let do”; “leave it alone” without 

government’s intervention; non-interference/non-involvement (of government).  

E.g. On the other hand, the French policy mandating assimilation into a prescriptively “lay” society – unlike 

British-style laissezfaire multiculturalism – appears too rigid. Macron should think again about how it is 

applied.  

 skulduggery (noun) - dishonest behaviour; dishonest activities; trickery, fraudulence, double-dealing, 

underhandedness.  

E.g. As we approach 3 November, it seems that the whole world is holding its breath. No other political 

event attracts as much attention as an American presidential election. Even in the midst of an epidemic, the 

American political process retains its carnivalesque (lively & exciting) appeal. There is skulduggery and 

outrageous rhetoric. Donald Trump performs politics as reality TV.  

 misbegotten (adjective) - ill-conceived, ill-advised, badly planned, badly thought-out.  

E.g. If we value (those) civilizations then a vote for Joe Biden isn’t really about the next four years. It’s about 

the long march of time that stretches out ahead of us. And about every creature and human being that will 

live in those misbegotten years.  

 fib (noun) – a small lie; trivial lie, unimportant lie, white lie, a minor untruth, falsehood.  

E.g. In this respect, its damage is far worse than many of the many fibs Trump has made while in office. His 

suggestion is a direct lie, one that comes while millions of voters look to him to understand who our 

legitimate president will be.  

 expiate (verb) - to show sorry by accepting penalty/punishment for something (bad) that you have done; 

atone for, make amends for, make reparation for (your sin/wrongdoing/bad behaviour/guilt).  

E.g. Whatever else emerges from the US’s 2020 election, one thing is clear: it has not delivered a 

comprehensive repudiation (rejection) of Donald Trump. The shock of 2016 has not been undone. There is 

nothing in the result to expiate the humiliation (embarrassment) of the last four years, the disgraceful 

vulgarity and illegality. Even if Joe Biden is ultimately sworn in as president, the fact that Trump was not 

booed off the greatest stage in world politics in disgrace will be hard for Biden’s supporters to come to 

terms with. This is an inconvenient truth not for the US alone, it has implications for the rest of the world 

too.  

 iota (noun) - little bit, small amount, small degree/extent, fraction of something (used to emphasize a 

negative statement).  

E.g. Asked to respond to Trump, Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney said the president continues “to spew 

(discharge/emit in large quantities) baseless claims of fraud for which his team has not produced one iota 

of evidence.  

 scrape through (phrasal verb) - manage to pass/succeed/achieve something (an exam, competition, etc.) 

with difficulty; just pass, pass by a narrow margin, just succeed in, narrowly achieve.  

E.g. We were told Joe Biden was the ‘safe choice’. Why did he barely scrape through? A great many people 

did not vote for Joe Biden, they voted against Trump. We have to recognise how narrow this win was.  

 exasperation (noun) - a feeling of strong annoyance/irritation, especially when you can not do anything to 
solve a problem; (intense) vexation, frustration; anger, fury, wrath.  
E.g. The pandemic is affecting people. And Trump’s act had worn thin. People want to be soothed for a bit. 
Biden is nothing else if not soothing. He basically won the election in the first debate when he told Trump, 
in a voice of exasperation: “Shut up, man. This is so unpresidential.” He spoke on behalf of the majority of 
Americans.  
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 finagle (verb) - to get or achieve something by cheating/deception; deceive, trick, cheat; to plan out 

something in an indirect/dishonest way; manoeuvre, mastermind, manipulate.  

E.g. The border issue has been the achilles heel (weakness/weak point) of Brexit, the thorn (irritating thing) 

in the side of true believers in a “clean break” with the EU. So the prospect of an Irish-American politician 

on his way to the White House, just as Boris Johnson attempts to finagle his way round the problem, is an 

11th-hour (last moment/minute) plot twist to savour (enjoy).  

 infodemic (noun) - an excessive quantity or overabundance of information-some accurate and some not-

occurring during an epidemic.  

E.g. As the World Health Organization director-general, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, warned in March, 

we are not only fighting a pandemic, but also an “infodemic”, a deluge of information – both factual and 

incorrect.  

 anodyne (adjective) - dull, boring, tedious, unexciting; inoffensive, noncontentious; soothing, relaxing, pain-

killing, pain-relieving, palliative, anesthetic, sedative. (anodyne as a noun means a “painkiller”).  

E.g. The Biden-Harris campaign has been proceeding as if everything is fine, rolling out some transition 

team names and announcing that Biden has talked to some world leaders. Biden’s comments on 

Wednesday about the election were even more sedated and anodyne than those of Al Gore back during the 

2000 Florida recount.  

 munificence (noun) - the quality of being extremely generous (with money); generosity, bountifulness, 

magnanimity, open-handedness, big-heartedness.  

E.g. An American multinational pharmaceutical company Pfizer and its German biotech partner, BioNTech, 

stand to make an astonishing £9.8bn next year from a coronavirus vaccine. The pharmaceutical industry has 

long made exorbitant profits by freeriding on research carried out by the public sector. Big pharma is reliant 

on public-sector munificence.  

 tub-thumping (adjective) - promoting something or expressing opinions or supporting a cause 

vociferously/aggressively/loudly.  

E.g. I suspect it means a tub-thumping left populism (political activities/ideas), inveighing (protesting) 

against billionaires, against big money in politics, against the stripping away of public protections, against 

white collar crime and in favour of the radical redistribution of both wealth and political power. It would 

reach past an obstructive Senate and supreme court to appeal directly to the people. It would build and 

sustain social movements that are bigger than the Democratic party, using its activist base not just to win 

elections but also to drive home political change.  

 carte blanche (noun) - complete freedom to do whatever one wishes to do; a free hand, full discretionary 

power, leeway, latitude, elbow room; French phrase, literally means ‘blank paper’ except for a signature on 

which one is authorized to write whatever she/he wishes.  

E.g. Trump’s absurdly lopsided Middle East “peace plan” gave Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s rightwing 

leader, virtual carte blanche to expand settlements and seize Palestinian land.  

 jab (noun) - vaccination, injection, inoculation, immunization.  

E.g. The race for a coronavirus vaccine has received another shot in the arm with the US biotech firm 

Moderna becoming the latest to reveal impressive results from phase 3 trials of its jab.  

 luck out (phrasal verb) - to be very lucky/fortunate.  
E.g. The nation may be locked down, but food subscription services have lucked out. Meal-kit delivery 
companies have profited from the pandemic as consumers turned to them for a guaranteed source of 
meals as shopping in store became harder and less desirable.  
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 tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee (noun) - two people who look (the same) and act in identical ways, twin; 

two things which look identical, similar, alike, exactly the same, indistinguishable.  

E.g. Both, Hungary’s over-powerful leader, Viktor Orbán, and Poland’s aggressively conservative 

government have exploited the power thus accrued to wage culture wars on issues such as LGBT rights and 

migration. In doing so, both have defiantly transformed their countries into regressive outliers – the 

tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee of rightwing reaction in Europe.  

 predilection (noun) – (strong or special) liking, fondness, preference, penchant, predisposition, proclivity, 

inclination, leaning, bias/partiality.  

E.g. The launch on Wednesday of a 10-point plan for net zero carbon emissions allowed Mr Johnson to 

indulge (fulfil) his predilection for hyperbole (overstatement/exaggeration). He wants Britain to be the 

“world’s number one centre for green technology and finance” and “the Saudi Arabia of wind”.  

 spurn (verb) - refuse, decline, say no to, reject, rebuff, turn down.  

E.g. On Tuesday, two weeks after launching military action, the Ethiopian prime minister, Abiy Ahmed, 

announced a “final and conclusive” push (military attack) against the Tigray People’s Liberation Front. The 

UN, the African Union, the EU and others must up the pressure on both sides to come to the table, 

something that Mr Abiy so far spurns.  

 bearing (noun) - attitude, behaviour, demeanour, manners, actions.  

E.g. The UK home secretary, Ms Priti Patel’s bearing at work has been questioned before. Complaints about 

her were made at her former ministries of welfare and international development. Her former permanent 

secretary at the Home Office is suing the department for constructive dismissal. Ms Patel denies any 

wrongdoing.  

 prise from/prise something out of (phrasal verb) – to get something (information) from someone with 

difficulty; to persuade/force someone to get something (secret information); (prise something 

off/open/apart/away means to move/open something by pushing it from something else.  

E.g. In America, elections are supposed to be peaceful and defeated presidents are supposed to concede 

(accept defeat). And convention (tradition/custom)) demands that former presidents spend an unspecified 

number of years in the political shadows, leaving the succeeding administration to govern free from any 

back-seat presidential driving or hectoring (bullying) from the wings (sides of a stage out of public sight). It 

is widely presumed that when Donald Trump is finally prised from the Oval Office, he will disregard (ignore) 

that convention of US presidential politics, just as he has disregarded most of the others.  

 hearsay (noun) – rumour, gossip, buzz, report, idle/mere talk, stories.  

E.g. Hearsay can be useful, helping to catch disease outbreaks. It can also be deadly. Though vaccine 

hesitancy is as old as vaccines themselves, it has risen sharply in many countries in recent years. Unfounded 

scare stories about the safety of immunisation programmes have contributed to growing scepticism and 

outright refusal, with fatal consequences.  

 messianic (adjective) - relating to any popular leader promising to make major changes in a rigorously 

determined and enthusiastic way; passionate, fervent, zealous, emotional, enthusiastic. 

E.g. Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s liberal philosophy entailed commitments to privatising industry, 

freeing some political prisoners (lately, prisons have filled up again) and came packaged in a highly 

ambitious, messianic aura (spirit). The honeymoon period is well and truly over. 

 stagflation (noun) - a period of rising inflation, slowing economic growth & rising unemployment. (inflation 

is the sustained/continuous rise in the overall price level of goods and services in the economy). 
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E.g. During the pandemic, governments of these developed markets are facing a double whammy (two-fold 

problem), experiencing weak growth while racking up debt-by an additional 50 percentage points, 

according to Gibbs, the Institute for International Finance IIF’s managing director of global policy initiatives. 

Gibbs added: “In the long run, the risk from mature markets is kind of stagflation-weak growth, having to 

keep rates low indefinitely. That’s a big problem.  

 hark back (phrasal verb) - recall, remember, recollect, think of something from the past. 

E.g. The rise in audiobook sales is especially striking. People liked audiobooks, the survey found, because 

they could multitask. A voice telling a story harks back to oral traditions, and the discipline – and joy – of 

listening. It is welcoming to those for whom reading is a challenge (because of dyslexia, for instance, or a 

patchy education). It is a human connection in a time of widespread loneliness, a bond; there is a reason 

why reading aloud to children is so strongly recommended, and it isn’t just literacy. 

 hold out for (phrasal verb) - refuse to accept what has been offered (in a negotiation, etc.) and continue to 

demand in hope of getting something more/better. 

E.g. Boris Johnson is holding out for maximum sovereignty (autonomy) – zero commitment to EU norms – 

and insisting that such regulatory freedom poses no commercial or strategic challenge. 

 modus operandi (noun) – it is a Latin term literally meaning ‘way of operating’; a particular way/method of 

doing something; the usual/habitual way of working of a person. 

E.g. It was a pivotal moment in history, it being only a small exaggeration to say that the future of 

democracy was at stake. Trump’s modus operandi, ever since he was a young dealmaker in New York 

property, has been to bully and induce mid-level officials to give him seemingly impermissible and 

impossible favours. 

 anathema (noun) - someone or something that you strongly dislike/hate/oppose; abhorrence, 

abomination, detestation, aversion, antipathy; (anathema literally means a strong curse). 

E.g. US President, Donald Trump shot himself in the foot – and raised regional tensions. Trump evidently 

believes Israel PM Benjamin Netanyahu when he claims Iran is building a nuclear bomb, despite a lack of 

clear evidence. He has swallowed (accept without questioning) the simplistic rightwing narrative of Iran as 

evil, existential threat. He casts himself as Israel’s saviour. He was determined from the outset to destroy 

Obama’s work on Iran because, for him, everything Obama achieved is anathema. 

****************************************************************************************** 

 take something with a pinch/grain of salt (phrase) - disbelieve, distrust, doubt, have no confidence/faith 

in, be suspicious of.  

E.g. Things don’t look good for Trump at the moment but, if 2016 taught us anything, it’s to take the polls 

with a pinch of salt and not get complacent. Please Suburban Women, I’m begging you, don’t mess it up 

this time.  

 jump in with both feet (first) (phrase) – to get involved in an activity/situation too quickly/vigorously 

without hesitation or without thinking about it.  

E.g. The destructive impact of Covid-19 has frayed tempers further, putting governments and citizens 

everywhere under pressure. Into this giant mantrap Macron has jumped feet-first, increasing, not reducing, 

misunderstanding at a time of extreme stress.  

 hold one’s breath (phrase) - be excited/anxious and wait for something to happen soon; anticipate expect, 

watch (for).  
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E.g. As we approach 3 November, it seems that the whole world is holding its breath. No other political 

event attracts as much attention as an American presidential election. Even in the midst of an epidemic, the 

American political process retains its carnivalesque (lively & exciting) appeal. There is skulduggery and 

outrageous rhetoric. Donald Trump performs politics as reality TV.  

 cost someone dearly/dear (phrase) - to make someone suffer a lot (or) to lose something very important 

(particularly, as a result of a mistake).  

E.g. Time is running out to act on global heating. Electing Donald Trump the first time cost us dearly; a 

second term would be catastrophic (disastrous).  

 hang in the balance (phrase) - to be in a precarious (uncertain/unpredictable) situation and the outcome of 

it has not yet been decided yet.  

E.g. With the future and democratic reputation of the American republic hanging in the balance, this is not 

an occasion for bombast (humbug/empty talk).  

 come to terms with (phrase) - to accept oneself to something painful/sad/difficult (situation); reconcile 

oneself to, come to accept, become accustomed to, adjust to.  

E.g. Whatever else emerges from the US’s 2020 election, one thing is clear: it has not delivered a 

comprehensive repudiation (rejection) of Donald Trump. The shock of 2016 has not been undone. There is 

nothing in the result to expiate the humiliation (embarrassment) of the last four years, the disgraceful 

vulgarity and illegality. Even if Joe Biden is ultimately sworn in as president, the fact that Trump was not 

booed off the greatest stage in world politics in disgrace will be hard for Biden’s supporters to come to 

terms with. This is an inconvenient truth not for the US alone, it has implications for the rest of the world 

too.  

 put/keep your pants on (phrase) - used to tell someone to be patient (& stop behaving childishly); calm 

down, chill out.  

E.g. Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney tells a press conference that Donald Trump should ‘put his big boy 

pants on‘, acknowledge his defeat and congratulate Joe Biden as the winner of the US presidential election.  

 not by a long chalk (phrase) - by no means, not at all, in no way, certainly not, absolutely not, definitely not.  

E.g. The US election outcome was not as clear cut as many on the left had wished. Joe Biden, Trump’s 

successful challenger, and the Democratic party performed less well than expected. The bigger arguments – 

ideological, electoral, legal, racial, moral – are not over, not by a long chalk. But after days of counting, this 

pivotal battle is over.  

 by the skin of one’s teeth (phrase) - only just, just, narrowly, by a by a very small margin.  

E.g. Biden was a risky candidate for the same reasons Hillary Clinton was a risky candidate. He was risky 

because of his swampy record because he had so little to offer so many people in such deep crisis. It seems 

he has secured an electoral victory by the skin of his teeth but it was a high risk gamble from the start.  

 wear thin (phrase) - (feeling, explanation, activity & etc.) to become weaker; to become less effective; to 

become out-of-date or less popular; to become less convincing; to become less acceptable (gradually).  

E.g. The pandemic is affecting people. And Trump’s act had wornthin. People want to be soothed for a bit. 

Biden is nothing else if not soothing. He basically won the election in the first debate when he told Trump, 

in a voice of exasperation: “Shut up, man. This is so unpresidential.” He spoke on behalf of the majority of 

Americans.  
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 read the runes (phrase) – predict the future by analyzing what is happening now.  

E.g. Mr Biden means (signifies/indicates) to bring back a sense of diplomatic propriety and integrity to 

America’s relations with European friends and allies. Britain, having left the EU, cannot be a central player 

in this restoration project. But it can avoid making unforced errors. The government should urgently start to 

read the runes of new, more internationalist times.  

 out of thin air (phrase) - used to say that someone/something appears suddenly and unexpectedly; from 

nowhere, from nothing.  

E.g. Now, the president Trump is mounting what in any developing country would be called an attempted 

coup. He is spreading outright lies about America’s system of free and fair elections, claiming he won when 

he didn’t. His sycophantic legal team is pulling issues out of thin air to undermine the American system of 

voting.  

 bring a knife to a gunfight (phrase) - to be very badly/poorly prepared for something (confrontation or 

other challenging situation).  

E.g. Republicans aren’t conceding – and Democrats are bringing aknife to a gun fight. The Republicans’ bid 

to overturn (invalidate) the election is a full-scale emergency – and yet the Democratic strategy seems to be 

to pretend it isn’t happening.  

 change one’s tune (phrase) - change one’s opinion or attitude on something; change one’s mind, do a U-

turn.  

E.g. It was a little more than a month ago, at the virtual BIO conference, that an American multinational 

pharmaceutical company Pfizer’s chief business officer John Young said the company wasn’t thinking about 

a return on investment for its rapidly developed COVID19 vaccine. Instead, he said, “finding medical 

solutions to this crisis” was a Pfizer priority. But now that the company has moved into phase 3 trials of its 

BioNTech-partnered vaccine and scored a $1.95 billion supply deal with the U.S. government, Pfizer seems 

to be changing itstune.  

 hammer/drive something home (phrase) - to make someone clearly understand something by emphasizing 

it repeatedly.  

E.g. I suspect it means a tub-thumping left populism (political activities/ideas), inveighing (protesting) 

against billionaires, against big money in politics, against the stripping away of public protections, against 

white collar crime and in favour of the radical redistribution of both wealth and political power. It would 

reach past an obstructive Senate and supreme court to appeal directly to the people. It would build and 

sustain social movements that are bigger than the Democratic party, using its activist base not just to win 

elections but also to drivehome political change.  

 fly the flag (phrase) - to show support for the country, group, or organization; to support or defend 

something.  

E.g. The longer the wrangling in Washington continues, the greater the collateral damage to America’s 

global reputation – and to less fortunate states and peoples who rely on the US and the western allies to fly 

the flag for democracy and freedom.  

 a shot in the arm (phrase) – (figuratively) boost, fillip, stimulus, impetus, encouragement; (literally) an 

injection of drugs.  

E.g. The race for a coronavirus vaccine has received another shot in the arm with the US biotech firm 

Moderna becoming the latest to reveal impressive results from phase 3 trials of its jab.  
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 leave someone or something in the dust (phrase) – to be much better than someone/something, especially 

someone you are competing with, to outdo or outperform someone/something easily & completely; to 

leave someone/something behind without helping/caring for them.  

E.g. Ready-meal delivery services are booming. They managed to make the recipes simple enough to follow 

without making for bland (tasteless) meals. When they offered a recipe that was not on par, you could 

email in and get the chef herself writing back. As with all these companies, I think sometimes they grow so 

fast they sometimes manage to leavethose little details in the dust. (or) Android, iPhone Leave Windows 

Mobile in the dust. 

 break new ground (phrase) - to do something new, especially something never before attempted/tried by 

anyone; to do something completely different; to do something innovative; to pioneer.  

E.g. When European Union leaders finally agreed on a groundbreaking economic recovery fund in July, 

there was understandable euphoria (joy) and relief. The huge €750bn package allowed the European 

commission, for the first time, to raise funds from the open markets on behalf of member states. Hailing 

(praising) the deal, the German chancellor, Angela Merkel, said at the time: “Europe has shown that it is 

able to break new ground in a very special situation such as this one.” Depressingly, it seems that Ms 

Merkel spoke too soon. On Monday, Hungary and Poland effectively vetoed (rejected) the recovery 

package.  

 dare I say (phrase) - used when you think that other people may not like/believe/accept what you are 

saying.  

E.g. Dare I say, I had hopes that this new administration would usher in the dawning of a new day. As picks 

for President-elect Joe Biden’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) transition team were announced, I 

felt concerned and disheartened about a chemical industry insider being on the list. Are you kidding me?  

 put the cart before the horse (phrase) - do things in the wrong order; reverse/change the method of doing 

something.  

E.g. There was supposed to be a government review of Britain’s foreign, security and military needs. But, as 

so often, Boris Johnson has put the cart before the horse. Boris Johnson’s statement to parliament on 

future defence spending showed the prime minister at his worst. Mr Johnson has a spending plan but not a 

strategy. Most frustratingly of all, the post-Brexit strategic choices, which the government’s own integrated 

review of foreign, defence and security policy was supposed to have resolved, all remained unaddressed.  

 have one’s wits about one (phrase) - to remain calm; to remain composed; to remain focused; to be alert; 

to be watchful, particularly in a difficult situation.  

E.g. Ms Priti Patel, the UK home secretary, is a bully. Her defence is that she had not the wits about her to 

notice. If she had any shame Ms Patel would resign from a high-profile, high-pressure job. But she is 

unembarrassed by the findings of a Cabinet Office investigation that found she had breached the ministerial 

code. Previous prime ministers would have sent her packing, but not Boris Johnson.  

 take the bull by the horns (phrase) - to deal with a difficult situation confidently and courageously.  

E.g. Teachers who are intimidated (frightened/threatened) by technology now have to take the bull by its 

horns. For many who are proficient at planning and teaching in the traditional classroom, planning for an 

online setting requires some re-learning.  

 leave (someone) out in the cold (phrase) - to intentionally not include someone in a group or activity; 

ignore, exclude, neglect, abandon, omit, count out, miss out, dislike.  
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E.g. The Guardian view on the winter Covid plan: hospitality left out in the cold. The UK prime minister Boris 

Johnson announced the re-introduction of a toughened-up three-tier system. A beefed-up tier system will 

be a hammer blow for pubs, bars and restaurants. The government must ensure viable businesses are still 

standing when vaccines are eventually rolled out.  

 staring/looking down the barrel (phrase) - it is mostly used to suggest danger. It means that something bad 

is likely to happen.  

E.g. Ethiopia, led by a Nobel peace winner, is looking down thebarrel of civil war. Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed is struggling to hold a fragmented country together, as the government does battle with former 

coalition members.  

 make hay while the sun shines (phrase) - take advantage of a good situation or of good conditions; make 

the most of your opportunities;  exploit an opportunity; capitalize on an advantage”.  

E.g. Sonja Gibbs, the Institute for International Finance IIF’s managing director of global policy initiatives, 

told CNBC on Friday that one of the big areas of concern is in developed markets, which are battling slow 

growth and rising debt at the same time. “In mature markets, debt has just continued to rise. No 

government is making hay while the sun shines. In other words, when growth has been strong, 

governments have not cut down their debt levels. So they’re going higher and higher.  

 in all but name (phrase) - used to explain a situation which exists actually/practically but that is not 

officially recognized; in effect, in essence, in practical terms.  

E.g. Democracy and diversity have asserted themselves in America. More than two weeks after Donald 

Trump lost the US Presidential election, he conceded defeat in all but name, authorizing his administration 

on Monday to begin transition to the victorious Biden-Harris team.  

 be (one’s) for the taking (phrase) - to be ready or available for someone to easily obtain/achieve 

something; to be available for someone to make the most of something.  

E.g. Mr Trump’s iron grip on his party, to the extent that most commentators seem to think the Republican 

nomination for the 2024 election is already his for the taking. They could be right.  

 nip something in the bud (phrase) - to stop something (a potential problem or bad behaviour) at an early 

stage so that it does not become a serious problem/issue in the future; suppress, prevent, halt, destroy, 

stifle, obstruct, impede.  

E.g. The Tulip is a proposed 305-metre high “cultural and tourist attraction” in the City of London. Designed 

by Foster and Partners for J Safra Group. There’s no evidence the 305-metre ‘cultural attraction’ would 

boost confidence in the Covid-battered City of London. The Tulip’s towering vanity (self-admiration) must 

be nipped in the bud.  

 shoot oneself in the foot (phrase) - to do or say something that causes trouble/difficulty for oneself.  

E.g. US President, Donald Trump shot himself in the foot – and raised regional tensions. Trump evidently 

believes Israel PM Benjamin Netanyahu when he claims Iran is building a nuclear bomb, despite a lack of 

clear evidence. He has swallowed (accept without questioning) the simplistic rightwing narrative of Iran as 

evil, existential threat. He casts himself as Israel’s saviour. He was determined from the outset to destroy 

Obama’s work on Iran because, for him, everything Obama achieved is anathema.  


